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To His Royal Highnels 


e x, 


PRINCE of WALES. 


ks S the Power of Kings and 
@ Rulers is deriv'd from God, 
ſo it has no nearer or high- 
er Concern, than to pro- 
mote the Honour of God; 
to ſpread a juſt Senſe of His 


Majeſty and Authority whom they repre- 


ſent, and a due Regard tohis Will, by whom 


they 
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they reign. This Exerciſe of their Power 
is the great Privilege of their Station, as 
well as the Duty; A it enables them to 
he publick Benefactors, publick Bleſſings; 
to diftuſe Warmth and Comfort among 
their People, lite the Light of the Morning 
when the Sun riſetb; and to provide in the 
bet Manner for their Eternal as well as 
Temporal Happineſs. 


As this, Sir, is a noble Argument for the 
promoting of Religion; an Argument well 
adapted to the great and generous Minds 
of Princes; ſo it may be apply'd with 
much Advantage to the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, which is moſt highly uſeful to Man- 
kind, both in their ſocial and private Ca- 
pacity. It teaches ſo juſt, and rational a 
Senſe of God ; ſo true and generous a Re- 
gard of Man, and binds both on the Con- 
{cience by ſuch aweful Sanctions, that it is 
admirably fitted to make Men ſerviceable 
to one another, and happy in themſelves. 
No greater Felicity can poſlibly be deſir'd, 
than what would flow from a general Ob- 

ſervance 
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ſervance of its Precepts. Were this the 
Caſe, Harmony, and Order, and Virtue 
would prevail; a mutual Circulation of 
good Offices would abound, and the poe- 
tical Fiction of the Golden Age would be 
a juſt Image of our own. 


AnD yet many Books have been pub- 
liſh'd, in direct Aﬀront to our Laws and 
Conſtitution, with profeſſed Deſign to 
root out the Pelief, and to ſubvert the 
Eſtabliſhment of this excellent Religion ; 
to perſuade Men to contemn it as an Im- 
poſture, and to follow the Guidance of their 
Reaſon only, or to do what zs right in F 
their own Eyes, without Fear of a future + 
Account, or State of Retribution hereafter: { 
And ſhould the Deſign of theſe Books take 
Place, it is plain, that the Prince would 
want the Conſcientious Fidelity of his Sub- 
jects, and the People the Conſcientions 
Tnſtice and Kindne!s of each other, and ſo 
the Welfare of both would be far more 
precarious than it is. 
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Tax Truth is, that to perſuade them to 
2 their Reaſon only, and to baniſh 
the Apprehenſions of a future Reckoning 
as ſuperſtitious, is to perſuade them to caſt 
off the Belief of a God, under the Notion 
of a Governor and. Judge of Mankind, and 
to live as it were without God in tbe World, 
which is certainly one Kind of Atheiſm. 


AnD are the ed of theſe Leſſons, 
which ſet Men looſe from all the Bonds of 
Conſcience, to be tolerated? Mr. Locke de- 
termines, alter pleading moſt warmly for 
Indulgence i in Point of Religion, that they 
who deny the Bemg of a Gd: "and that, 
Opinions contrary to human $>cie; V, and 
fo thoſe moral Rules which are neceſſary to 
the Preſervation of civil Society, are not to 
be tolerated by the Magifirate. The Caſe 
is widely different between thoſe who dil- 
{ent from theeſtabliſh'd Religion as to ſome 
Particulars, and thoſe who attempt to let 
aſide its Authority, and to diſcharge the 


Obligation of its moral Rules ; and who 
| offer 
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offer nothing in its Room but a Scheme of 
Atheiſm in Effect; a Scheme equally Athe- 
 zfiach, as was that of Epicurus. 


Tux Clergy, Sir, have exerted them- 
ſelves with becoming Zeal in Oppoſition to 
theſe peſtilent Seducers, and they who are 
in Authority can incur no Imputation of 
Rigour, if they exert in like Manner to 
dilcountenance and reſtrain them. Their 
Notions have as ill an Aſpect on the In- 
tereſt of the Crown, as on the Happineſs 
of the People; and no Man can give better 
Proof of a ſincere Regard for his Country, 
and for Tour Royal Houſe, than by doing 
what he is able to oppoſe them. 


For this Reaſon, I have publiſh'd the 
following Diſcourſes, and to give them the 
more Credit, which may {ſpread them the 
farther, I have preſented them to Your 
 Rorar Higunrss, They are Yours of 
Right, in Virtue of the Character in which 
J have the Honour to ſerve You; and 1 

wel! 
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well know, that You wiſh them Succeſs in 
their. Combat with the Spirit of Infidelity 
which is gone out among us, ſo Iam equal- 
ly ſenſible that You are far more inclin'd 
to deſerve Praiſe than to receive it, and to 
riſe ſtill higher in Princely Qualities, than 
to have them recounted, by him, who is, 
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Moft Dutiful Servant, 


and Chaplain, 


ff“ 


John Browne. 
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The Obligation to believe the Divine Miſſion 
of JESUS CHRIST. 


Jo nN ix. Ver. 4r. 


Je ſus ſaid unto them, If ye were blind, ye 
ſhould have no Sin; but now ye ſay, We 
_ ſee, therefore your Sin remanmeth. 


HES E Words were occalion'd by our Sa- 
viour's giving Sight to a poor Man who 
was born blind. His Neighbours who 
knew him to have been blind, ask'd him, 
how his Eyes were open'd ; and being an- 
ſwered by him, that a Man calPd Jeſas had reſtor'd him 
to Sight, they brought him to the Phari/ees, The 
Phariſees acted with all the Prudence and Caution, that 
any Man can think reaſonable, in ſuch a Caſe. They 
would not believe the Man upon his own Word, but 


would know from his Parents, whether he was born 
blind: And being aſſur'd by them that he was, they | 
| | B 


own'd 
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own'd that the opening of his Eyes was a divine Work, 
and they ordered him to giwe God the Praiſe : But in- 
{tead of concluding, which was right and reaſonable to 
do, that Jeſus, who had done fo great a Miracle, was 
ſent from God, they pronounc'd him to be a Sinner, 
and a contemptible Perſon, becauſe he had cur'd the 
Man on the Sabbath ; and they would not for that Rea- 
ſon, believe his divine Miſſion, tho? they were fatisty'd of 
his having done a divine Work, The blind Man him- 
ſelf, tho plac'd in ry low : homing = _ as 7770 a 
Beggar, yet argued rightly upon the Caſe, that, if Jeſus 
WES 0 God, he could * 2 Work which never — 
Man did fince the World began; and he believed him to 
be ſent from God, and became a Convert to his Reli- 
gion : But the Phariſees, notwithſtanding their better 
Knowledge, -argued after a difterent Manner. 'They 
ſaw not Virtue in the Miracle, becauſe the Sabbath, in 
their Account, was broken. They were guided by Pre- 
judice, and not by Reaſon; and the Means of Conviction 
had no Effect upon them. 


On which Account our Saviour ſays, For Judgment I 
am come into this World, that they which ſee not, might ſee, 
and that they which ſee, might be made blind. That is, This 
will be the Effect of my coming into the World, that 
the ignorant People ſhall ſee andown my divine Miſſion; 
but the Learned and Knowing ſhall be blind in that 
reſpect. Upon which the Phariſees ſaid to him, Are 
we blind alſo? Are we, becauſe we ſee not your Miſſion 
from God, become blind in your Account? To whom 
he anſwer'd jn the Words of the Text: If ye were blind, 
Je ſbould have no Sin ; but now ye ſay, We ſee ; therefore 
your Sin remainzth: That is, If ye were blind thro 

| „natural 
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natural Incapacity, or thro? the Want of Means of 
Perception, ye would have no Sin, in not ſeeing and 
owning my Miſſion from God; but ſince ye have 
« the Power and Opportunity of ſeeing it, your Blind- 
« neſs is voluntary; and your not owning or believ- 
« ing it, is a wiltul Sin. 


K 
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This, I think, is the Meaning of the Text; and the 
Doctrine ariſing from it is this, that © they who are 
capable of perceiving the divine Miſſion of Chriſt, 
&« or who have Evidence ſufficient to convince them of 
* it, become guilty of wilful Sin, if they do not per- 
© ceive, or believe it. 


In diſcourſing upon which Doctrine, I ſhall firſt con- 
firm it: And, ſecondly, apply it. 


IF. I ſhall confirm the Doctrine ariſing from the 
Text; or prove, that they who may perceive the Di- 
vine Miſſion of Chriſt, are-guilty of wiltul Sin, if they 
do not believe it. 


Now this I {hall prove, firſt, from Scripture ; and, 
ſecondly, from the Reaſon of the Thing. 


As to Scripture,. we find in the firſt Place, that the 
Uabelief of the Jews is condemn'd as Sinful. And, Se- 
condly, we find, that the Belief of our Saviour's Divine 
Miſſion, is requir'd under the Penalty of Damnation. 


If. The Unbelief of the Jews is condemn'd as 
finful. FOOL . 
| ur 
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Our Saviour, for Inſtance, denounces a Woe againſt 
thoſe Cities which were not wrought upon by his Mi- 
racles to repent and believe. | Eine 


Moe unto thee Choraſin, Woe unto thee Bethſaida, for 
if the mighry Works which were done in you, had bzen done in 
Tyre and Sydon, they would have repented long ago, in 
Sackcloth and Aſhes. But I ſay anto you, It ſhall be more 
tolzrable for Tyre and Sidon at the Day of Judgment, than 
for you. And thou Capernaum, which art exalted unto 
Heaven, ſhall be thruſt down to Hell: For if the mighty 
Worksnhich have been done inthee, had been done in Sodom, 


it would have remained until this Day: But I ſay unto you, 
that it ſhall be more tolerable for the Land of e 
in the Day of Judgment than for thee. Mat. xi. 21. 


Luke x. 13. 


So likewiſe he highly condemn'd the Phariſees, . be- 
cauſe they did not believe upon the Evidences of his 
Miſſion he had given them, but required ſtill further 


Signs in Proof of it. 


An evil and adulterous Generation ſeeketh after a Sign, 
and there ſhall be no Sign given to it, but the Sign of the 
Prophet Jonas. 


The Men of Nineveh ſhall riſe up in Judgment with this 
Generation, and ſhall condemn it; becauſe they repented at 
the Preaching of Jonas ; and behold, a greater than Jonas 
is here. The _ of the South ſhall riſe ap in the Judg 

ment with this Generation, and ſhall condemn it; for ſhe 


came from the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth, to hear the Wiſ* 
. dom 
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aom of Solomon, and beyold a greater than Solomon is Here. 
Mat. x11. 38. Mark iii. 31. Luke viii. 19. 


In like Manner he declar'd to the Jews, that their 
Doom was fix'd, their Ruin determin'd, for rejecting 
him. O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, hou that killeſt the Pro- 
phets, and ſtoneſt them that are ſent unto the; how often 
would I have gathered thy Children together, even as Hen 
gathereth her Chickens uader her Wings, and ye would not ? 
Behold, your Houſe is left unto you deſolate ;, for I ſay unto 
ou, Te ſhall not ſee me henceforth, till ye ſhall ſay, Bleſſed 
is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord. Mat. xxiii. 37. 


He told them moreover a little before his Paſhon, 
that their Unbelief was inexcuſable, and that the Word 
he had ſpoken, ſhould atteſt their Guilt, and condemn 
them at the laſt Day. 


I am come a Light into the World, that whoſozver believ= 
eth on me ſhould not abide in Darkneſs.--- He that rejecteth 
me, and receiveth not my Words, hath one that judgeth him: 
The Word that I have ſpoken, the ſame ſhall judge him at 
the laſt Day. John xii. 46. 


If I had not come and ſpoken unto them, they had not had 
Sin; but now they have no Cloak for their Sin. If I has not 
done among them the Works which none other Man did, they 
had not had Sin ; but now have they both ſeen, and hated 
both me and my Father. John xv. 


Now: ſince the Unbelief of the Jews is condemn'd 
by our Saviour, as a Crime which had no Excuſe, and 
for which they ſhould be judg'd at the laſt Day; it 1s 

1 C very 
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very plaia that all Infidelity. which is of the ſame Kind 
with that of che J-ws, mutt be criminal too: It is, like 
theirs, an inexcuſable Sin, and will be charg'd as ſuch in 
the Day of Judgmenr. They were condemn'd upon this 
Ground, that they had- Evidence ſufficient to convince 
them. They might, if they had pleas'd, have per- 


ceiv'd the Divine Miſſion of Chriſt. They were fully 


enabled to perceive it by his Miracles which they ſaw. 
They might well conclude from them, that God had 


feat him; and Reaſon requir'd them ſo to do. There- 


fore they who are plac'd in like Circumſtances with 
them; who may perceive, if they will, the Divine 
Milton of Chriſt, are ſubject to the ſame Condemna- 


tion, if they imitate their Example. Their Unbelief 


is a wilful Sin, as ariſing from the Neglect, or ill Uſe 
of their rational Faculties. 


Secondly, we are to conſider, that the Belief of our 


Saviour's Miſhon from God, is requir'd under the Pe- 
nalty of Damnation. 


Thus, for Inſtance, when he firſt ſent out his 
Apoſtles to preach the Goſpel, and to confirm it by Mi- 
racles, he declard, that whoever rejected them, and 
their Doctrine, ſhould be ſeverely puniſhed for ſo doing. 
IWhoſoever, ſays he, ſhall not recerve you, nor hear your 
Words, (bake off the Duſt of your Feet as a Teſtimony againſt 
them. Verily I ſay unto you, it ſhall be more tolerable in 
th: Day of Judgment for the Land of Sodom, than for that 
City. Mat. x. 14. Mark vi. 11. Acts xiii. 5. 


So likewiſe he made the ſame Declaration, when he 


% 


ſent out the ſeventy Diſciples. | 
Into 
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Into mhatſozver City, ſays he, ye ſhall enter, and they 
receive you not, go your ways out into the Streets of the ſame, 
and ſay, Even the Duſt of your City which cleaveth on us, we 
do wipe off egainſt you : No:withſtanding, bz ye ſure of this, 
that the Kingdom if God is come nigh unto jou: But I ay 
unto you, that it ſhall bz more tolerable in that Da for So- 
dom, than for that City. Luke x. 10. 


In like Manner, when he ordered the Apoſtles, after 
he was riſen from the dead, to preach his Doctrine to 
Gentiles as well as Jews, he ſpake to *em thus, Go ye 
into all the World, and preach the Goſpel toevery Creature. 
He that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved ; but he 
that believeth not, ſball be damned. Mark xvi. 15. That 
is, Go ye into the ſeveral Nations of the Earth, and pro- 
claim to Men the glad 1 1dings of Salvation upon fincere 
Obedience which 1 have purchaſed tor them, publiſh, 
among them the Hiſtory of my Lite, and the Syſtem of 
Religion I deliver'd. He who believes the Tidings 
which ye proclaim, and thereupon embraces my Doc- 
trine ; and becomes by Baptiſm a Proſelyte to it; and 
lives, as he engages in that Rite to do, every ſuch Per- 
ſon ſhall be ſaved : He ſhall inherit the Salvation which 
I purchas'd for ſinful Men: But he who believeth not 
the Tidings which ye publiſh, nor regardeth the Doc- 
trine which ye preach; and who perſiſts in doing this, 
notwithſtanding ye prove to him by Miracles, thatGod 
is with you, every ſych Perſon ſhall be damned ; he ſhall 
ſuffer the juſt Puniſhment of his wilful Infidelity. 


In theſe Texts, the Belief of the Chriſtian Doctrine; 
that is, of its being reveal'd from God by Fe/as Ch, 


I> 
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is requir'd of thoſe, to whom it ſhould be publiſh'd, un- 
der the Penalty of Damnation. 


The ſame Thing is requir'd in ſome other Paſſages 
of Scripture. 


As for inltance, it is ſaid : He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlaſting Life; and he that believeth not the Son, 


(hall not ſze Life ; but the Wrath of God abideth on him. 
John iii. 36. 


So likewiſe, He that believeth on him is not condemned 
but he that believeth not, is condemned already, becauſe he 


hath not believed in the Name of the oaly-begotten Son 
God. Verſe 18. 8 


So again, If ye believe not that I am he, ye ſhall die in 


our Sins. 


Th:ſe are written, that ye might believe that Jeſus is the 
Chriſt, the Son of God, and that believing, ye might. have 
Life thro) his Name. John viii. 24. --- Xx. 3 1. 


In theſe, and the like Paſſages, the believing our Sa- 
viour to be ſent from God, is declar'd neceſſary to Sal- 
vation; that is, neceſſary, Where Men have proper 
Means of Conviction, or proper Grounds of Beliet. 
This, I - conceive, is the true Senſe of theſe. Texts. 
They do not aſſert, that Belief in Chriſt is the Condition 
of Salvation to all People ; to thoſe, for Inſtance, who 
never heard of Chriſt, and therefore could not poſſibly be- 
lizve in him; becauſe if that were the Caſe, then Mul- 
tirudes of Men would be abſolutely incapable of Salvation, 

and 
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and ſo Scripture would be inconſiſtent with itſelf, which 
ſays plainly, that Chriſt came into the World to ſave all 
Men, or to give them all an Opportunity of Salvation; 
therefore the Meaning is, thatthe Belief of our Saviour's 
Divine Miſſion, is neceſſary to thoſe, who may per- 
ceive it if they will. Belief in this Caſe is an indiſpen- 
ſable Duty, and as Unbelief therefore is ſinful, where it 
may be avoided ; fo I ſhall now proceed, ſecondly, to 
prove its moral Iniquity, from the Reaſon of the Thing. 


Now this will appear from the following Con- 
ſiderations. 


IJ. Bzlief naturally follows Perception; that is, What 
we perceive to be true, we naturally, or in Courſe be- 
lieve to be (0. 


ITaly. Perception is a free Act of the Mind, or, we 
are ſo free in the attaining it, that we can attend, or not 
attend to an Object, or be more or leſs attentive, as we 
pleaſe : We are all of us conſcious of this Liberty; and 
ſince the Perception of Things depends on the Appli- 
cation of the Mind to them, in which we are free, it 1s 
a voluntary Action as that is; and, as ſuch, ſubject 
to Law, and a Matter in reſpect of which we are ac- 
countable to God. 


 _THIdh. We are bound to perceive what by due Atten- 

tion, or a right Exerciſe of the Underſtanding, we 
might perceive; becauſe we ought rightly to uſe every 
Faculty we are endow'd with. This is a plain Law of 
Nature; and what God, the Author of our Being, and 


the Judge of our Actions, requires from us. 
RR IV tbl. 
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' IVt#hly. Perception is eſp-cially neceſſary in Caſes of 
Moment; in ſuch, for inſtance, as concern our Virtue 
and Happineſs; or, on which depends our right Con- 
duct towards God, and our Well-being in a future State. 

In Caſes of this Nature, we ought to employ the At- 
tention which is ſuitable to their Importance. We ought 
to examine and conſider Things carefully, in order to 
paſs a right Judgment; and to 5 thereupon as our Duty 
and Happineſs require. . | 


_ Ve#bly, Therefore, the Perception of our Saviour's 
Divine Miſſion is bound upon all thoſe, who are able 
to perceive it : Their Capacity infers their Obligation; 

and as it is their Duty to perceive it, it is their Duty 
alſo to believe it, becauſe Belief follows Perception, and 
ſo Unbelief is a wilful Sin. It is contrary to the Rea- 
ſon of Things, and to the Will of God, and is equally 
a moral Iniquity, as any Vice whatſoever. 


This may be prov'd by another Thread of Reaſoning, 
in the following Manner. 


I. Every Man is bound to ſerve God to the beſt of 
his Power, or to make the divne Will, as far as his 
Abilities reach, the Rule of his Actions. This is a mo- 
ral Duty; a neceſſary, and unchangeable Duty, found- 
ed in the Relation which God bears to Men. 


IIah. Every Man is bound to know the divine Will, 

as far as he is able, becauſe otherwiſe he cannot obſerve 
it, to the beſt of his Power. If he is ignorant of any 
Part of it, which he might have known, his Ignorance 
is plainly wilful, and his Inconformity to it thro? Igno- 
rance, is the ſame; and as he acts contrary to God's 


Will 
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Will by his own Default, it is plain, that he cannot 
ſerve him to the beſt of his Power. 


IIIa). Therefore, every Man who may know the 
Goſpel to be the Will of God, or a Rule of Life deli- 
ver'd by his Authority, is bound ſo to do. He ought 
to enquire after, and conſider, as well as he can, the 
Evidences of its Derivation from God, in order to in- 
form his Mind, and to convince himſelf of it. If he 
x perceive its divine Original, his Ignorance, or 
VUabelief of it is wilful, and his Neglect of its Precepts, 
iſſuing therefrom, is the ſame ; therefore as he wilfully 
diſobeys God's Law, it is plain, he does not ſerve him 
to the beſt of his Power, which is a oral Iniquity. 


To this we may add another Conſideration, which 
is, that, * tho? in ſpeculative Matters, which no Way 
concern our Duty or Happineſs, Men may be as ig- 
“ norant as they pleaſe without Danger of Guilt; yet, 
to be an Infidel in Religion thro” Sloth and Careleſs- 
« neſs, for Want of examining at all, or thro? a {light 
« and ſuperficial Examination, makes Men highly 
& guilty in the Sight of God; both as it is a Neglect of 
“ uſing and applying the Faculties he has given us; and 
« as it is manifeſtly contrary to all the Rules of right 
« Reaſon, not to uſe them in a Matter which ſo nearly 
“ concerns our Safety and Intereſt ; eſpecially, when 
« the Evidences of Chriſtianity lie ſo open to the ge- 
“ neral Apprehenſion of Mankind, and may ſo eaſily 
be enter d into and underſtood. '* 


„ Biſhop of Londin's 2d. Paſt, Lett. p. 74. Thus 
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Thus I have endeavoured to confirm the Doctrine of 
the Text; that is, to prove that they who may per- 


ceive the divine Miſſion of Chriſt, are guilty of wilful 
Sin if they do not believe it. 


I proceed now, ſecondly, to apply this Doctrine; which 
I ſhall do by ſhewing, that we who live in this Chriſtian 
Country, who have been baptiz'd, and brought up as 
Chriſtians, and who have the free Uſe of the Bible, 
may perceive, if we pleaſe, the Divine Miſſion of 
Chriſt ; we cannot plead, that we want the Means of 
Conviction, or have not Ability to ſee and acknow- 
ledge it. HELL 


Now this will appear from the following Conſi- 
derations. Fs 


wa | That there are ſeveral Facts related in the New 
Teſtament, concerning Jeſus Chriſt, which molt plain- 
ly prove, that God was with him. 


2aly. That there are ſeveral Reaſons to aſſure us, 
that theſe Facts are true; or, that the new Teſtament 
in which they are related, is a faithful and true Hiſtory. 


34ly. That the preſent Settlement of Chriſtianity in 
the World, is to us a ſenfible Proof of God's ſupporting 
it at the Beginning: It is a Fact which ſhews us, that 
God did then own it to be his Doctrine, by ſpecially 
interpoſing to preſerve it. | 


1/7. then, Let us conſider, that there are ſeveral 
vacts related in the new Teſtament concerning Jeſus 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, which moſt plainly prove, that God mas. 


with Hin. 


(1.) For inſtance, It is affirm'd, that he was the Per- 
ſon whom God all along promiſed in the Old Teſta- 
ment to ſend into the World. The Books of the old 
Teſtamenr were written by different Perſons, and in 
different Ages; and tho' written in this Manner, they 
all unite in foretelling, or promiſing the Appearance of 
a certain Perſon, whom they particularly deſcribe ; a 
Perſon ſpecially defign'd or appointed by God to be the 
Saviour of the World. | 


Now, the Writers of the New Teſtament affirm, 
that Jeſus Chriſt was this Perſon : They appeal to the 
Writers of the Old, as foretelling, and deſcribing him; 
and they were guided in their Writing by the lame Spi- 
rit of God, which guided Moſes and the Prophets; as 
appears by their working of Miracles; therefore as they 
could not miſtake and miſapply the Writers of the Old 
Teſtament, or make a wrong Appeal to them, it is plain, 
that Jeſus Chriſt was the Perſon they ſpake of; that 15, 
he was ſpecially ſent from God to ſave Mankind. John 
i. 45. Jon vi. 67. Mat. xvi. 15, 16. 


(2.) It is related, that God did twice declare by a 
Voice from Heaven, that, Jeſus was his beloved Son, in 
whom he was well pleaſed; and that in Anſwer to his 
Prayer, Father, ji thy Name; there came a Voice 
from Heaven, ſaping, I have both glorified it, and mill 
glorify it again. Theſe were direct Declarations from 
God himſelf, that he bad ſent him into the World. Mat. 


iii. 16, 17. Dat. xvii. 35. John xii. 28. 
17 E (3.) It 
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0 It is related, that tho he was bred up in a mean 
Way of Life, without Learning, or liberal Education, 
yet he ſpake as never Man ſpake. He taught the People 
in a moſt ſurprizing and wonderful Manner. He ex- 
pounded the Scriptures to the Aſtoniſhment of his 

Hearers. He puzzled the Jewiſh Doctors upon _ 
Occaſions. He was infinitely too hard for the moſ 
learned among them. He anſwer'd their enſnarin 

Queſtions in ſuch a Manner, as quite baffled their De- 
ſigns; and he propos d ſuch Queſtions to them, as they 
could make no Reply to. Mhence then, as they them- 
ſelves ask'd, could he have ſuch Wiſdom? or, how could he 
know Letters, having never learned? Why, it is evident, 
that his Wiſdom aud Knowledge were deriv'd 1mmed:. 
ately from God, ſince they could not have been attain'd 

in a natural Way, and that therefore they were illuſtri- 
ous Proofs of his Divine Miſſion. John vii. 46. Mat. 
Vii. 28, 29. Luke iv. 22, 32. Mat. xiii. 54, 55, 56. 
John vii. 15. 8 


(4.) It is related, that he foretold ſeveral Events 
which could not be foreſeen by human Wiſdom. He fore- 
told, for Inſtance, that he ſhould die by Crucifixion; 
that, he ſhould riſe from the Dead within three Days 
after it; that his Apoſtles ſhould preach his Doctrine 
in all the World; that they ſhould confirm it by mi- 
raculous Works; that it ſhould prevail in Spite of all 
Oppoſition; and that the Jemiſo Temple and Govern- 
meat ſhould be deſtroy'd ; all which Events could not 
be foreſeen by human Kyonledge, becauſe they were 
vaſtly unlikely; and, humanly ſpeaking, impoſſible ; 
and yet they actually came to pals, as he 1 By 

JEL | | -__ - .JACUIC 


A 
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Ahould. . Mat. xx. 18, 19. Mat. xvii. 22, 23. 4 
I. 8. Mark xvi. 17, 18, Mat. xvi. 18. | 


5.) It is related, that he perform'd all Sorts of Mi- 
racles. He gave Sight to the Blind, Feet to the Lame, 
Speech to the Dumb, and Life to the Dead, only with 
a Word ſpeaking, which are Works that exceed all 
human Power, and which no. Creature can do, unleſs 
God permits, or commiſſions him to do them ; which 
is the ſame in Effect, as his doing them himſelf. Mat. 


XV. 30. Lake vil. 14, 15. John xi. 43, 44. 


(6) It is related, that he appeal'd to his Reſurrection 
as the Teſt of his coming from God; and that, after he 
had ſtak'd all his Credit, and all the Truth of his Pre- 
tenſions on this Event, it came to paſs; which being 
plainly impoſſible but by Virrue of God's Power, it is 
evident, that, it God had not ſent him into the 
World, he would not have aſſiſted him to deceive it, in 
effect ing the Event on which he had put the Truth of 
his Miſſion. John xi. 18, 19, 21. Mat. xxvii. 63, 64. 


Laſtly, It is related, that he aſcended into Heaven in 
the Preſence of his Apoſtles, and that in ten Days after 
his Aſcenſion, they were endued with Power, in pur- 
ſuance of his Promiſe, by which they were enabled to 
preach his Doctrine to the World. They were endued 
witli a perfect Remembrance of every thing he had 
done, and every thing he had taught; they were endu- 
ed with the Gift of Tongues, or an Ability of ſpeaking 
all Languages, by which they might diſcourſe with the 
People of all Nations: And they were endued with 
Wiſdom and Firmneſs of Mind, that enabled them to 


appear with Advantage before the greateſt and /- 
en; 


* 
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Men; to meet all the Diſcouragements, and endure 
all the Hardſhips that ſhould be laid upon them; and, 
at length to ſeal their Teſtimony with their Blood. 
Acts i. 9, 10, 11. Acts i. 5, 8, compared with Atts xi. 
to Verſe 12. John xiv. 26. Adds iv. from Verſe 5, 
to 32. Ads v. 41. Hs vii. 59, 60. 


Theſe are the Facts related in the new Teſtament 
concerning Jeſas Chriſt ; which Facts, if true, are plain 
Proofs, that he was a Man approved of God, or a 
Teacher ſent from him; and that the Doctrine he taught 
was not merely his, but God's who fent him. 


Let us then proceed, ſecondly, to conſider, what Rea- 
ſons there are to conclude, that theſe Facts are true, or 
that the New Teſtament, in which they are related, is 
a faithful and true Hiſtory. 


Now, in Proof of this, we may conſider as 
follows. 


I/. The Hiſtory of the New Teſtament is genuine; 
that is, it was written by thoſe Perſons to whom it 
is now aſcrib'd, becauſe it has been own'd as their 

Work in every Age quite down from their own Times; 
that is, each Goſpel of the new Teſtament has been 
cited in every Age as the Work of that Author, whoſe 
Name it now bears. * | | 


* Grotius obſerves, that they are cited by Faſtin, Irenezus, Clemens, and 
then afterwards by others, under the Names they mow bear. de Verit. Rel. 
Cb. Lib. 3. Cap. 2. 


The ſame Thing is prov'd more at large by Hxetius, Demon. Euang. p. 29. 
'809. The Genuineneſs of theſe Books is alſo very well proved by the Fiſhop of 


London, in his third paſtoral Letter. 1-249] 
Ildly, The 
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IIah. The Writers of this Hiſtory could not be miſe 
takes. They had themſelves pen Knowledge, or 
certain Information of what they relate : St. Matthew 
and St. John were Eye, or Ear-Witneſſes of the Facts 
they record: St. Mark had his Accounts from St. Perer, 
who was an Eye-Witneſs from the Beginning ; and 
St. Luke from St. Paul, ro whom the whole Goſpel was 
reveal'd immediately from Heaven. * 


Illdly. The Writers of this Hiſtory were no leſs 
faithful than knowing. They did not invent a Story to 
deceive the World; but related real Fact, and nothing 


elſe. 
This we are aſſur'd of by the following Reaſons. 


1. Becauſe they had no manner of Temptation to 
impoſe upon the World by an invented Story, or to 
engage in ſo wicked an Enterprize : And it is perfectly 
unnatural, for Men to do what they know to be wic- 
ked, without any Motive to induce them to it. 


2. Becauſe they endur'd all Sorts of Miſery, and 
| ſubmitted unanimouſly to the moſt cruel Deaths for the 
ſake of their Report. Tho' Wit and Malice conſpir'd 
together, to find out Executions of the greateſt Torture, 
yet they bore all with unſhaken Reſolution. They 


* Gal. i. 11, 12. St. Mari's Goſpel was written by the Direction of St. 
Peter, and St. Luke's by that of St. Paul. Euſeb. E. H. lib. ii. c. 15. Tren. 
bb. iii. c. 1. Tertull. cont. Ma: ci. lib iv. c. 5. St. John alſo review'd the 
Goſpels of St. Mark, and St, Lute, and confirm'd the Truth of them. E. 


E. H. hb. iii. c. 24. * arſt 
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firſt expos'd themſelves to Death by their Atteſtation, 
and. then perſiſted in it, not to avoid Death, but to 
meet it. And could they have done this, if their Story 
had been invented ? Ir is certaialy unnatural, that they 
ſhould ; and therefore may well paſs for impoſſible. 


3. Becauſe their low Condition in Life render'd them 
the leaſt apt to deſign, and the leaſt qualify'd to attempt 
ſo vaſt a Project, as the introducing of a new Religion 
into the World by the Dint of Forgery and Fraud. 


4. Becauſe their Hiſtory is confirm'd by the Teſti- 
mony both of Jewiſh and Heathen Writers. Theſe 
Authors agree with the New Teſtament in ſeveral 
Particulais : They atteſt the Facts that plainly prove 
the divine Miſſion of Chri# :. Such as his foretelling of 
future Events, his working all Sorts ct Miracles, and 
his riſing from the Dead: And as they were Enemies 
to the Chriſtian Religion, and cannot be ſuppos'd to 
copy after, or to favour the Evangeliſts, their Concur- 


rence with them is a great Confirmation of the Truth 
of their Hiſtory, * 


Laſtly, Becauſe they wrought Miracles in Support of 
their Veracity, They did not barely relate the Works 
of Chriſt; but prov'd the Truth of their Relation, by 
doing the like Works themſelves ; as appears plainly 
from their ſpreading the Goſpel in ſeveral Nations ; 


His foretelling of future Events is affirm'd by Phlegen Trallianus. Huet. 
Demen. Evan. p. 42. | . 


His working of Miracles is own'd by the Fexvs in their Talmud, lib. iv. c. 6, 
it is own'd alſo by Celſus and Julian. Gro. bb. ily c. 5. 


which 


— om 
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which they could not have done without the Power of 
Miracles. | 


Now, ſince they were Writers both knowing and 
| faithful, it is plain, that their Hiſtory has all the Evi- 

dences of Truth, which any Hiftory can have: And 
we may obſerve farther, that it is more credible than 
any other Hiſtory, upon this account; namely, that 
the Authors of it ſubmitred to all Sorts of Perſecution, 
and at length to Death itſelf, in Atteſtation of its Truth. 
Therefore we are certain of the Facts related in it, and 


conſequently of the Divine Miſſion of Chrid, which 
thoſe Facts demonſtrate. 


In farther Confirmation of which, we are to conſider, 
zaly, That the preſent Settlement of Chriſtianity in the 
World is to us a ſenſible Proof, that God fupported it at 
the Beginning. It is a Fact which ſhews us, that God 
did then own it to be his Doctrine, by ſpecially inter- 
poſing to preſerve it. 


Gamaliel argu'd rightly, that, - F it were not of God, 
it would come to nothing. Acts v. 38. For it mult, in 
the Nature of Things, have * periſh'd, if God 
had not ſupported it: Becauſe it had no natural Power 
to make its Way in the World, or to withſtand the 
violent Oppoſition, wherewith it was encounter'd. 


It was preach'd at the Beginning to Jews and Gentiles, 
who were prejudic'd againſt it by their Education: and 
there was nothing in the Nature of the Doctrine, or in 
the Condition of its Publiſhzrs, or in the Manner of its 

| Propoſat, 
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Propoſal, to overcome their Prejudices, and induce 
them to embrace it. 


As to the Nature of the Doctrine, it was by its Strict- 

neſs very diſagreeable, and more likely by far to ſet 
Men againſt it, than to allure them to it. It did not 
allow them any vicious Pleaſures, or the Indulgences 
to which they had been us'd ; but forbad them under 
the higheſt Penalty: It promis'd no temporal Advan- 
tages to invite them; but foretold Dangers and Afflic- 
tions, that tended rather to affright them from it. 


As to the Condition of its Publiſhers, they were Men 
of no Figure or Fortune in the World, not capable by 
their Influence to ſpread it. They were Fiſhermen 
only, People of low Circumſtances in Life, and having 


neither Learning nor Skill, whereby to draw away 
Diſciples after them. 


As to the Manner of its Propoſal, it was not recom- 
mended with the Ornaments of Eloquence, or the Arts 
of Subtlety, to delude Men, nor back'd with Power, 
to force them to embrace it. The Preachers of it bad 
no Legions at their Command, carrying the Goſpel on 
the. Point of their Swords, which was the Caſe of Ma- 
homet's Doctrine; but all the Power of the World, as 
well civil as military, was againſt them. 


Ho then can we account for the ſpreading of their 
Religion, or their prevailing on Men to embrace it ? 
Why, it is plain, that they convinc'd them of its Truth 
by doing Muacles before them; and by that means 
converted them. If they had not done this, every 


Proſelyte 


— — 
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Proſelyte would have been a Prodigy, an Exception 
to human Nature; for he muſt have chang'd his Reli- 
gion, not only without any natural Inducement, but 
_ againſt the ſtrongeſt Motives to the contrary ; that is, 
he muſt have acted againſt Nature, and have done 
what no Man ever did, ſince the World began. 


We are to conſider farther, that the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion was oppos'd at the firſt with the utmoſt Violence. 
The Rulers of the World, both Jewiſh and Pagan, did 
all they could to cruſh and ſuppreſs it: They threaten'd, 
and impriſond, and murder'd both thoſe who preacl'd 
it, and thoſe who profeſsd it. This appears from the 
New Teſtament, and likewiſe from the Writings of 
ſome Heathen Authors, as well as Chriſtian, who at- 
teſt the Edits that were made, and the Cruelties that 
were us'd to deſtroy Chriſtianity. 


And yet it withſtood all Oppoſition ; and the more 
it was perſecuted, the more it profper'd. But how 
was this poſſible? Why, it coul4 not have come to 
paſs without God's ſpecial Providence. He exerted 
his Power in various Miracles, to convert Men to the 
Goſpel; and then gave them Courage and Conſtancy 
to ſuffer for it: By which means, the Efforts that were 
us'd to ſtifle it, did only fpread it the more. 


Many were the Nations, and innumerable the Peo— 
ple, who receiv'd it in the Days of the Apoſtles, not- 
withſtanding the bloody Perſecutions, that 1ag'q under 
Nero and Domitian: And tho), a few Years afterwards, 
in Trajan's Reign, there were {0 many Chriſtians mur- 
der'd, that Pliny the Proconſul was frighten'd at their 

; Number, 
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Number, and advis'd the Emperor to relax his Edits ; 
yet Chriſtianity (till gain'd Ground: And we may ob- 
ſerve farther, that tho' ſome of the Emperors ſet them- 
ſelves, in a particular manner, to root it out, and us'd. 
all the Policy, and all the Force they were Maſters of, 
for that Purpoſe, yer they could not effect it; but were 
found to fight even againit God, in ſtriving to ſuppreſs it; 
for God plainly appear'd on its Side; and when he had 
bore it up thro? ten Perſecutions, and manifeſted to the 
World, that nothing could overthrow it, then he 
thought fit, and not before, to raiſe up. a Prince, to 
wit, Conſtantine the Great, to protect and favour it. 
Therefore, ſince its preſent Settlement in the World is 
plainly owing to God's ſignal Protection of it at the 
Beginning, it is a ſenſible Proof, that he then own'd it 
to be his Doctrine, by interpoſing to preſerve it. 


Hence it appears, that we do not want Evidence to 
convince us of Chriſt's Miſſion from God. It is plain, 
that we may perceive it, if we do but read the New 
Teſtament, and conſider Things with tolerable Care. 
Therefore, if we do not perceive it, our Blindneſs is a 
wilful Sin, it is owing to our own Default; and fo far 
as it is voluntary, it is ſinful: It has a moral Iniquity in 
it, as being contrary to Reaſon and Truth; and we are 
equally accountable for it; as for any Act of Wickedneſs 
whatever. If ye were blind, je ſhould have no Sin: but 
wow ye ſay, We ſee: Therefore your Sin remaineth. 


B N S ER- 


VE 


SERMON II. 


The Obligation to believe the Divine Miſſion 
of JESUS CHRIST. 


——_— 


Jo RN ix. Ver. 4r. 


Jeſus ſaid unto them, If ye were blind, ye 
ſhould have no Sin; but now ye ſay, We 
ſee, therefore your Sm remameth, 


Es E are the Words of our Saviour to the 
Pubariſees; the Meaning of which is this: 
If ye were blind thro? natural Incapacity, 
does; © or thro? the Want of Means of Percep- 
tion, ye would have no Sin, in not ſee- 
« ing and owning my Miſſion from God: But ſince 
« ye have the Power and Opportunity of ſeeing it, your 
« Blindneſs is voluntary, and your not owning or be- 
« lieving it, is a wiltul Sin. ? 


This 
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This being the Meaning of the Text, the DoQtrine 
ariſing from it is this: That“ They who are capable 
„of perceiving the divine Miſſion of Chri#, or who 
ce have Evidence ſufficient to convince them of it, be- 
« come guilty of wiltul Sin, if they do not perceive or 
believe it.“ 


The Truth of this Doctrine I prov'd from Scripture 
and from Reaſon : And as to the Application of it, 
which was the other Thing propos'd, I ſhew'd, that 
-we wholive in this Chriſtian Country, who have been 
baptiz'd, and brought up as Chriſtians, and who have 
the free Uſe of the Bible, may eaſily perceive the Di- 
vine Miſſion of Chrizf. We may, if we will but read 
the New Teſtzment, and conſider Things with com- 
mon Care, be afſur'd of ſeveral Facts, which moit 
plainly prove it. Therefore, as we may believe it, it 
we pleaſe, the Unbelief of it is a wilful Sin. Our Caſe 
is like that of the Phariſees; and what our Saviour ſaid 
to them, may be apply'd to us: If ye were blind, ye 
ſhould have no Sin: But ſince ye have it in your Power to 
ſee, therefore your Sin remaineth. 


And this.is what I ſhall now endeavour more fully 
to open and confirm, in order to guard you againſt Un- 
belief, which is become very common, and, in a man- 
ner, faſhionable in the Nation. 


It is very certain, that the Proofs of Chri/”s Miſſion 
from God to reveal his Will, are plain enough to be 
well perceiv'd, and ſtrong enough, in all Reaſon, to 
perſuade the Aſſent: We can hardly conceive, that 
any Man of common Senſe, who employs the Atten- 

tion 
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tion in his Power, ſhould want the Means of Convic- 
tion. For if he will but conſider the Facts related in 
the Goſpel, and the Reaſons that confirm their Truth ; 
or if he will but refle& upon the Settlement of Chriſti- 
anity in the World, which could not poſſibly have 
happen'd, if God had not ſupported it at firſt, and 
thereby own'd it to be his Doctrine; if, I ſay, he will, 
but do this ; (and who is there almoſt of fo mean a Ca- 
pacity, as not to be able to do it? ) he may plainly ſee, 
that Jeſus was a Teacher ſent from God, or that the 


Doctrine he taught, was not merely his, but God's 
who ſent him. 


If this be the Caſe, then what Reaſon can be aſſigned 
for Unbeliet? Or, into what Cauſe can it be reſolved ? 


Why, either into Neglect, or Prejudice, or Perverſeneſs. 


As there is Evidence ſufficient to convince him, and yet 
he is not convinced; the Reaſon of this muſt be, either, 
firſt, becauſe he is »ezlicent ; or, ſecondly, becauſe he 


s prejudic'd; or, thirdly, becauſe he has a perverſe Turm 
of Mind. 


1ſt. His Unbelief may be owing to Negligence. 


He does not turn his Thoughts to this Matter, or en- 
deavour to inform his Mind, and convince his Judg- 
ment. He is careleſs in religious Concerns, and regards 
but little either the Precepts, or the Original of the Goſ- 
pel. He has ſome confus'd Notion of both, in which 
be acquieſces, and gives himſelf no farther Trouble; 
and is not ſuch Negligence wilful ? Surely, any Man, 
in what Station of Lite ſoever he be, may ſometimes 
read the new Teſtament, or hear it read to him ; or 

H may 
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may know that Chriſtianity is the Religion of ſeveral 
Countries, and may hence perceive, that it is from God; 
and if this may be done by the inferior fort of People, 
much more may thoſe do it, who are plac'd in higher 
Stations. They have more Leiſure for Employment 
of this Kind, and are berter able to attend to it, as being 
leſs encumbred, generally ſpeaking, with the Cares and 
Difficulties of Life. They may examine, and weigh 
Things ſeriouſly, and gain a clear Perception, that their 
Religion is divine. They very often indeed, neglect 
the Bible, and throw it aſide as a uſeleſs Book; fo 
likewiſe, they negleA the Thoughts of Religion, and 
entertain no Sentiment that 1s ſerious, rational. and 
manly. But this is their own Choice, they are not com- 
pelPd to do it, and they cannot plead Neceſſity, that 
their Minds are taken up with the Vanities and Follies 
of the World, and that they fly from Religion, as from 
a mortal Foe. Therefore their Unbelief, or Want of 
ConviQtion, is plainly wilfal : It ariſes from a wretched 
Preference of this World to the next, of Bawbles, and 
Trifles, to Concerns of higheſt Moment; and as it is 
wilful, they are accountable for it; and methinks it is 
ſtrange to conſider, that Men of good Senſe and Under- 
ſtanding in other Reſpects, are often very ignorant as 
to Religion. They have little or no Notion of the 
Grounds it ſtands upon, and can ſcarce give any other 
Reaſon of the Faith they profeſs, but that they were 
bred up in it by their Parents. 


But ſecondly, The Unbelief of the Goſpel, notwith- 
ſtanding the Evidences of its Truth, may be owing tv 


Prejudice 


— 


2 
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Prejudice is properly an over-haſij Tudoment, a ludg- 
ment or Determination of the Mind, be bre a Cale 75 
fully heard, or well examin'd and conſider'd; and in 
this Senſe the Unbelief of the Goſpel is often owing to 
Prejadice; a Man takes up a Perſuaſion without weigh⸗- 
ing Things carefully, that the Goſpel is not the Doc- 
trine of God, but a mere human Invention; and having 
this Byaſs or Prepoſſeſſion againſt its divine Original, he 
does not care to perceive it. He is negligent or partial 
in his Enquiries about it, and fo keeps out the Light 
which might convince him of it, and remove the Opi- 


nion he has embrac'd. 


Nothing is more common than to judge over haftily, 
or to take up Perſuaſions without due Examination, and 
be influenc'd both in aſſenting and diſſenting, more by 


Inclination than by Reaſon. 


What a Man likes, or wiſhes to be true, he eaſily be- 
lieves ; his Inclination is a Byaſs upon the Mind, and 
precipitates his Judgment ; he dwells upon the Things 
that make for it, but ſlights thoſe that oppoſe it; he 
does not carefully attend to them, or impartially con- 
ſider them ; but jumps into his Concluſion, either with- 


our Reaſon, or againſt it. 


On the other Hand, what a Man diſlikes, or wiſhes 
to be falſe, he eaſily disbelieves ; his Dillike of it ſoon 
determines him againſt it ; he overlooks, or darkens the 
Evidences that favour it, and keeps his Eye fix'd onthe 
Objections to it; and as he is partial in examining, he 
is the ſame in judging, and he concludes without Pre- 


miles or againſt them. a 
"Fn 8 | Eo This 
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This being a common Caſe, we may well infer, that 
he, who disbelieves the Goſpel, the Evidences of whoſe 
Truth, are ſo clear and full, has mugs raſb!ly againſt it; 
he is influenc'd by ſomeMotrve to judge in that Manner; 
by a Motive, perhaps, of Example, or Vanity, or Intereſt, 
.or Reſeatment. This induces him to flight or perplex 
the Evidences of its Truth, and ſo he reſts in his preci- 
pitate Judgment, that it isa human Device. 


I. For Inſtance, a Man may be excited to judge in 


this Manner by the Power of Example. 


He may have obſerv'd, that many Perſons of high 
Digaity and Station, expreſs no Regard for Chriſtianity, 
but neglect and deſpiſe it as an Impoſture; and ſo like- 
wiſe, that ſome Perſons of ſhining Characters in the 
learned World, have done the fame ; theſe Examples 
ſtrike him ſo powerfully, that he implicitly follows them, 
he don't examine whether they are good, or fit to be 
imitated; but concludes, that they are ſo without Enqui- 
ry; he thinks it geateel, or creditable to copy - after 
Rich Patterns as thele, and ſo treads in their 
Steps, not conſidering, either what he is doing, or 

whither he is going: But certainly, if ever the Blind 
led the Blind, it is ſo in this Caſe, where Atheiſts and 

Deiſts are blindly follow d; and it the Conſequence is na- 

tural, that they ſhould both fall into the Ditch, it cannot 
in this Caſe be avoided, where the. Follower, being wil- 

fully blind, as well as the Leaders, has zo Excaſe for his 
Unbelief; he may, it is likely, conceive highly of him- 

ſelf, while he is chuſing of Darkneſs rather than Light; 
and he may ſcoff perhaps, with much Pertneſs, at ail 

Gauges in Religion, and at all People who mind A 
while 
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while he is meanly doing the ſame Thing ; only with 
this Difference, that he makes as ill a Choice of a Guide, 
as can be imagin'd ; for certainly, Atheiſts and Infidels 
are, of all Men, the worſt Guides in Religion. 


But ſecondly, a Man may be prejudic'd againſt the 
Goſpel by the Power of Vanit). 


A great Conceit of his Underſtanding, and a great 
Delire of diſplaying it, may prompt him to diſapprove 
what 15 generally receiv*d,and to ſtrike into a Path not fo 
much beaten. If he were to join in the common Per- 
ſuaſion, he would be loſt, as it were, in a Crowd; he 
would paſs undiſtinguiſh'd in the Herd of Men, and 1 
could make no extraordinary Figure, or engage the At- N 
tention of the World; therefore to ſhew himſelf as a | 
Man of ſingular Abilities, and to attra@ the publick 
Eye; he diſdains what others eſteem, and oppoſes - | 
what they believe. We have known Men of fair Cha- 
raters in Life, virtuous in many Reſpects, who yet 
have disbeliev*d the Goſpel, and taken a World of Pains 
to ſpread their Infidelity ; and what can be the Reaſon 
of this, but that they diſlike the Belief of it as a com- 
mon and vulgar Thing, and are ambitious of appearing | 
in a diſtinguiſhing Light, and of becoming, perhaps, 
the Heads of a Party. This ſeems to be very evi- 
dent, from the Publication of their Sentiments 3 for 
what but Vanity could excite them to this? Why 
ſhould they not be ſatisfy'd with their Unbelief in pri- 
vate? Why ſhould they be ſollicitous to gain Proſelytes? 

It is plainly againſt their Intereſt to act in this Man- 
ner ; they ſtir up the Advocates of Religion to contront 
and.expoſe them.; and oy other Men are * 
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they may have the Pleaſures of Life more to themſelves; 
they may take their Range in the World with leſs Inter- 
ruption, and have the fewer Rivals to diſturb them; 
therefore it is their Thirſt of Admiration that puſhes 
them on. They cannot be eaſy without the Satisfaction 
and Support of Applauſe. They would triumph, if 
poſſible, in a Retinue of Converts ; they would be the 
Idols of the admiring World; and, for this Purpole, 
they publiſh their Sentiments. 


ILIdly. A Man may be prejudic'd againſt the Goſpel 
by a Motive of Intereſt ; for if he leads a wicked Lite, 
and reſolves to continue in it, the Goſpel threatens him 
with Eternal Ruin, and fo it becomes his Intereſt that 
it ſhould be falſe, becauſe if it be true, he is undone for 
ever; therefore he is extreamly averſe to it. The Be- 
lief of it would be very troubleſome and uncaſy to him. 
It would not ſuffer him to go on in the Ways of his 
Heart, without much of Pain and Terror. It would 
reduce him to this Diſtreſs, either to part with his V ices, 
or with the Peace of his Mind, rherefore he avoids it as 
an Enemy to him. He is as irreconcileable to the Goſ- 
pel, as that is to his Sins. He cannot bear the Thoughts 
ol its Divine Authority; he turns away his Eyes from 
the Evidences of it, or elſe tries to diſparage them. 
The leaſt Cavil or Objection againſt it appears very con- 
ſiderable; and thus he ſettles in Unbelief. This is a ſc- 
cure Retreat, where he can enjoy his V ices unmoleſted. 


But IV:hly. A Man may be prejudic'd againſt the 
Golpel by a Motive of Reſentment. 6 SER 


The 


The Sound of Prieſicraft, perhaps, has been ringing 
in his Ears for ſome Time; and as the World is govern'd 
more by Sounds than by Senſe, it has wrought him into 
a violent Ferment againſt the Goſpel. The Goſpel he 
thinks is nothing elſe bur Pricſtcratt, and the Prijts are 
@ Paik of Knaves that ought to be driven off from the Earth, 
for it is not fit that they ſhould live. Heated with this 
Fancy, he does not examine the Cauſe, or conſider the 
Proots of the Goſpel, or regard what may be pleaded 
in its Behalf, but only exclaims againſt it with Rage, 
even as the Jews, When inflam'd againſt its Author, 
would hearken to nothing that Plat? ſaid in his Favour; 
but cry'd out the more tiercely, Away with him, Away with 
him, eraciſy him. This is but natural, whenPeople are en- 
rag*d, whether agi] the Goſpel, or for it. Do but conſider 
the Epbeſians, when St. Paul attempted to convert them 


to it. They enquir'd not into the Reaſon, or Truth of 


what he faid ; but their Intereſt being {truck at, they 
were immediately in an Uproar, and furiouſly cry'd 
out, Great is Diana f the Ephefiars : Nay, they were 
fo very outrageous, that they repeated this Exclamation 
for two Hours together. Do ye think thatall the Bigotry 
or Superſtition in the World, is on the Side of the Goſpel? 
Here it was with a Witaeſs on the other Side; and it is 
equally fo when a Man is heated againſt the Goſpel un- 
der the Notion of Prieftcraft, and then raves out, Prieſi- 
craft, Prieſtcraft, as long as the Epheſians did Great 7s 
Diana. This, I fay, is exceſſive Bigotry or Superſtition ; 
far the Man has no Proof of what he fays, but the Hau- 
cy of it throws him into a Storm. 


Theſe are the Motives by which a Man may be pre- 
judic'd againſt the Chriſtian Religion; and ſo far as. 


his, 
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his Prejudice is wilful, or owing to any Fault or Neglect 
on his Part, ſo far it is ſinful. It is a wrong judgment 
of Mind in Caſe of high Moment, which he might 
have prevented; therefore he is accountable to God for 
it, and for all the Inattention and Partiality proceeding 
from it, by Virtue of which it keeps its Ground. 


But, IIIaly. As Infidelity may be owing to Cazeleſ5- 
neſs, or to Prejudice; ſo likewiſe to a perverſe Turn 
of Mind. | 


A Man may require more Evidence, than is in all 
Reaſon ſufficient. He may inſiſt upon ſtric# Demonſtration 
of the Goſpel. He may require Miracles to be done 
before his Eyes; or, a Man to riſe from the Dead; and 
he may ſay, I will truſt no Hiſtories, or Reports what- 
ever; but except I ſee, I will not believe. Now, is not 
this Temper of Mind ſtrangely untoward ? It makes a 
Man an Unbeliever-in Spite of all Reaſon and all Senſe ; 
for he has as clear and full Evidence of the Facts which 
prove the Goſpel, of the Miracles, for Inſtance, and 
the Reſurrection of Chriſt, as he has of any ancient 
Facts whatever, of the Conqueſts, ſuppoſe, of Alexander 
the Great; or the Wars of Julius Ce/ar, and the like. 
Nay, he has more Evidence of the former, than the lat- 
ter; in that, the Witneſſes of them ſealed their Teſti- 
mony with their Blood ; in that, the Enemies of the 
Goſpel have freely owned them: and in that, God him- 
ſelf bore Witneſs to the Faithfulneſs of the Relaters, by 
enabling them to ſpread their Doctrine in the World ; 
therefore theſe Facts are, at leaſt, as indiſputabĺ certain, 
as any other; and if ſo, how perverſe is it to demand 
more 
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more Evidence, as the Ground of Belief? And how ig. 
excuſable is Infidelity, plac'd on ſuch a Foot ? FRY ih 


Suppoſe it were a Religious Concern, or an Affair of 
like Moment with the Belief of the Goſpel, to believe 
the Conqueſts of Alexander the Great; What would ye 
think of that Man who ſhould refuſe to believe them 
unleſs he had Demonſtration of their Truth; or unleſs 
Alexander ſhould riſe from the Dead, and atteſt them 
to him. I fay, what would ye think of ſuch a Man as 
this? Would ye not take him to be void of Seaſe ? Or, 
a Frangs untoward Creature, acting contrary to all 
Reaſon ? And is not the Caſe the ſame, as to the Fats 
which confirm the 2 wrt Does not he who calls for 
more Proof of them, act the ſame wild and unaccount- 
able Part? Moſt certainly he does. It is very plain, 
either that he wants. common Reaſon, or elſe reſolves 
not to uſe it, which in Effect is much the ſame: In 
like Manner, as he who won't ſee, is as blind, in Effect, 
as he who can't ſee. And yet, Unbelief, with Reſpect 
to the Goſpel, of which a Man would be aſham'd in a 
parallel Caſe, and for which he would be deem'd an 
Ideot- or a Madman, is openly avow'd as a reaſonable 
Thing; Nay as a Mark of uncommon Penetration. 
A Man, for Inſtance, would be aſham'd to deny, that 
there was ſuch a Prince as Julius Ceſar, or William the 
Conqueror, or Henry VIII. and would be aſham'd to 
deny the Facts that all Hiſtory reports them to have 
done; and yet he will deny with Confidence the Works 
of Jef Chriſt, which are better atteſted than the other ; 
and he will aſſume an Air of ſingular Caution and Saga- 
City, as if he ſaw farther than other Men, or were more 
wiſe and judicious. 80 1 if a Man were to ** 
a | y 
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ny all ancient Facts, however atteſted, and to ſay, le 
would note believe any thing but what he [ſees with his om 
Eyes, he would univerſally be look'd upon as a Fool, or 
a Lunatick; and yet when he treats with Scorn the 
Facts of the Goſpel, Which are as certain to the full, 
as any Actions of. Jalius Cæſar, or William the Conqueror, 
or. Henry VIII. he draws but little Cenſure on his Un- 
„ He may be thought perhaps ſomething 
of an odd Man; but his Senſe, or Soundneſs of Mind 
is not call'd in Queſtion, whereas in reality he is an 
ect or a Madman; I mean he is ſo in that Inftance, he 
judges as contrary to all Senſe and Reaſon, as if he were 
perfectly void of either. And this is what often hap- 
pens in other Inſtances; for we may obſerve, that tho? 
| * few in! Compariſon are abſolutely. Fools, or abſo- 
lutely mad, yet Multitudes are ſo in ſome Reſpects. 
They think, and act as much out of the Way in ſeveral 
Caſes, as if they were beſide themſelves, or had no 
Senſe at all. They have ſuch a Stupidity, or Diſorder 
on their Underſtanding, that there is nothing ſo mon- 
ſtrous for its Abſurdity, but What they will embrace, 
nor any thing ſo extravagant for its Folly, but what 
they will do. Let the Belief of Franſubſtantiation be one 
Inſtance of Appeal, and let the Practice of Idolatry be 
another. For can any thing be more ſtupid, than to 
believe againſt ones Senſes? To believe that to be 
. Chriſt's Body, which is ſeen, and felt, and taſted to be 
Bread? Or to believe a Piece of Bread to be his 
whole Body? Or to believe that it is in Fifty thou- 
ſand Places at once? And yet this is done by 
Multitudes of Men of good Senſe and Underſtanding in 
other reſpects. In like manner, what can be more 
ſupid, than ta fall down in religious Worſhip . 
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Stocks and Stones 7 Or, as Iſatah tells us, to burn Part of 

ia Piece of Timber. in the Fire, and to make the Reſidue of tt 
a God? to worſhip it, ana pray-unto it, ſaying, Deliver me, 

for thou art my God? Ch. xliv. As if one Part of the 


Wood were more ſacred than the other, or could, by 
the Art of the Workman, be turn'd into a Deity. 


And yet, ſenſeleſs as this is, it has been done by tlie 
Majority of Men from the Beginning of the World to 
this Day. And what do ye think is the Cauſe of ſuch 
Idiotiſm or Frenzy? Why, That the Prejudices, and 
Paſſions, and Intereſts of Men, do ſtrangely cloud, or 
dliſturb their Reaſon, and turn the Light that is in them 
iuto Darkneſs, And this is the Caſe with Infidels: Their 
Attachment to ſome beloved Purſuits blinds their Un- 
derſtanding, and leads them into as flagrant a Contra- 
diction to good Senſe, as is Popiſh Faith, or Pagan Ido- 
latry: For their Unbelief is plainly ſo, being the Re- 
fuſal of Aﬀent to Things anqueſtionably certain; which | 
is : equally irrational, as the giving of Aſſent to Things 
. -palpably falſe. For tho ſome Men ſeem to fancy, that 
this is impoſſible, or that Backwardneſs of Belief can 
never be wrong, yet it is certain, that 1ncreanlity is as. 
abſurd a Thing as Credulity, The true Point of Wiſ- 
dom, or good Senſe, is to give or with-hold the Aſſent, | 
according to the Evidence of Things. Therefore he 
who disbelieves what is highly credible, acts as unwiſe | 
A Part, as he who believes what is incredible. Suppoſe, | 
for the Purpoſe, a: Man ſhould deny, that there was 
-fuch a Prince as William the Conqueror; would he not be 
as ſilly to the full, as he who ſhould believe, that he 
was 12 Feet high * Therefore, whatever the Infidels 
may imagine, their Conduct is not Wiſdom or Judg; 
by 
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ment, but Madneſs or Folly. It is liable to this Cen- 


ſure, as being grofly anreaſonable, and as expoſing them 
to the juſt Puniſhment of God. 2 


Thus it appears, that the Caſe of Unbelievers in this 
Chriſtian Country, is like that of the Phariſees among 


the Jews : Their Blindneſs is voluntary, and therefore 
their Sin remaineth, © | 


I ſhall now draw two Inferences from the whole, 
and therewith conclude. | | 


1. If we are bound to believe the divine Miſſion of 
Chri#, as having Evidence ſufficient to convince us of 
it, we are bound likewiſe to conſider his Precepts as 
the Laws of God, and to conform ourſelves to them, as 
far as we are able. The divine Authority of his Pre- 
cepts plainly follows from his divine Miſſion : There- 
tore the ſame Proof of the one, which binds us to ac- 
knowledge it, doth bind us alſo to acknowledge the 
other; that is, to believe the divine Authority of his 
Precepts, and therefore to obey them. We ought to 
uſe our beſt Care, firſt to know the Leſſons he taught, 
and then, to obſerve them. We are to act in all Points, 
as they direct, or to make them the Rule of our Lives; 
not preſuming to ſet up mere Reaſon as our Guide, or 
to take our Meaſures of acting from that alone. This 
indeed is a common Practice at preſent: Many are the 
People, who pay little or no Regard to the Precepts of 
the Goſpel: They do what is right in their own Eyes, or 
what they judge proper or convenient, and nothing 
more : They regard perhaps two or three Duties of a 
moral Kind, ſuch as Juſtice, Benevolence, and the like; 

| | ut 
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but they mind not other Duties, ſuch as Hallowing the 
Sabbath, Worſhipping of God in Publick, and Reverencing 

is Name, tlioꝰ equally moral, as being agreeable to the 
eternal Nature of 'Things, and tho? moſt plainly and poſi- 
tively commanded in Scripture. They are a Sort of 
Law to themſelves, as they make the Law they are pleasd 
to obſerve. God is no Lawgiver to them: They take 
the legiſlative Power out of his Hands, and place it in 
their own. And what can they ſay for acting ia this 
manner? Can they plead, as the Pagans might, that 
they have no other Light, but their own Reaſon, to 
direct them; or that they don't perceive the Rules of 
the Goſpel to be the Precepts of God? But it is certain, 
that they might, by due Care, or by the impartial Uſe 
of their Reaſon, perceive them to be divine: Therefore 
they are bound ſo to do; and bound, in Conſequence, 
to obſerve them. This is the true State of the Caſe; 
and whatever fond Conceits they may indulge of them- 
ſelves, as acting a wiſe and ſagacious Part, their Con- 
duct is the Extremity of Folly, unleſs they were ſure, 
that they ſhall die as the Beaſts do, or that there is no 
future State, or Judgment to come. 


2aly, The other Inference I would make is this, that, 

if Uabelief proceeds from Prejudices or Paſſions, which 

ive a wrong Turn to the Mind, we ought molt care- 

Et to avoid all ſuch Courſes of Life, as may raiſe in 
us ſuch Prejudices or Paſſions. 


When Men lean to one Side of a Queſtion more than 
the other, it is natural for them to overlook, or neglect 


the Merits of the Cauſe, and to conclude raſhly on 2700 
| ; ; ide, 


, nnn ,. 


| * 2 ee 5 * f a nenn N g 


38 The Obligation to belreve the - 

| Side to which they lean. © This, ye have heard, is the 
Caſe of Unbelievers: They have a Byas upon the Mind, 

which renders them partial in examining, and precipt- 
tate in judging : And the fame will be our Caſe, if we 
follow any immoral, or vicious Practices; for then the 
Goſpel will be diſagreeable to us, as condemning out 
Actions; and we, in Courſe, ſhall be inclin'd againſt it, 
and thereby ſtrongly tempted to disbelieve it. | 


Suppoſe, for Inſtance, that we live in the Practice of 
Iajuſtice, or Intemperance, or Malice, which the Go. 
pel forbids under the higheſt Penalty; it is plain, we 
cannot be eaſy in theſe Views, if we believe the Goſpel: 
Therefore, in order to be eaſy in them, we ſhall natu- 
rally endeavour to evade the Belief of it: we ſhall neg- 
ie& the Evidences of its Truth; or indulge Scruples and 
Objections againſt it ; and ſo keep out a ſettled Perſua- 
ſion of its Truth, if not poſitively disbelieve it. Where- 
as, if we lead a virtuous Life, agreeable to the Rules of 
the Goſpel ; or purſue our preſent Intereſts and Pleaſures 
no farther than it allows us; we ſhall have no Preju- 
dices againſt it, or Reluctance to believe it; no Intereſt 
to ſerve by rejecting it; and therefore no Byas on the 
Mind, which may carry us fo to do: We ſhall be ficly 
diſpos'd to admit the Light which may convince us; to 
examine and perceive the Proots of its Authority, and 
by that means to believe it. Our Saviour ſays, If any 
Man will do the Will of God, he ſpall know-of the Dottrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I ſpeak of myſelf : Joh. vii. 
17. That is, Whoever will conform his Life to the Pre- 
cepts of Chriftianity, will foon fee, and acknowledge 
us Divine Original. Therefore let us ever be careful to 
| | lead 
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lead a Chriſtian Life, This will be an excellent Pre- 
ſervative againft looſe Principles, or ungodly Notions. 
It will guard us againſt the Attempts of profligate Se- 
ducers, who are trying mo Way to corrupt the Na- 
tion. It will take away all Temptation to become In- 
fdels, and to ſettle in Unbelief, out of Love to our 
Vices; which is ſo mean, and baſe, and wicked a 
Motive, ſo apoſtate from Good, and abandon'd to Evil, 
that it cannot but deſerve the ſevereſt Puniſhment. In 
ſhort, a Chriſtian Life will ſtrengthen us in the Belief 
of the Goſpel, and that again will confirm us in a Chri- 
{tian Life. Our Faith and our Virtue will mutually 
ſupport and heighten each other; and then, at all Ad- 
ventures, we muſt be ſafe. We can run no Riſque or 
Hazard whatever : For, ſuppoſing ' that the Goſpel 
ſhould, in the Event, prove an Impolture, as the In- 
fidels pretend, yet we can ſuffer nothing by it; we have 
acted as became rational Creatures, and have liv'd in 
fuch a manner, as a juſt and holy God cannot but ap- 
prove. But if the Goſpel be true, as there is all the 
Reaſon in the World to think it is, what will then 
become of the Infidel? He hath reſiſted all the 
Evidences of its Truth, and wilfully ſhut his Eyes 
againſt it, purely for the fake of ſuch Practices, as the 
Light of Nature, or common Reafon condemns. And 
what can be his Fate, but eternal Ruin? He hath 
nothing to plead in his Excuſe, nothing to offer, that 
may alleviate his Guilt ; and ſo he muſt be irrecoverably 
undone, and bear his Iniquity for ever and ever. 
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' Whoſo therefore is wiſe, let him act with Security. 
Let him not, to humour his Appetites, and to * like 
a; a Brute, 
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a Brute, ſet at nought the Chriſtian Faith, the Conſe- 
quence of which muſt be fatal: But let him heartily 
believe it, and ſincerely live up to it; and he will in- 

herit the greateſt Bleſſings of Which he is capable; all 

the Comtorts he wants in this Vale of Miſery, and all 
the Happineſs he can enjoy, when he is remov d out of 

It. "50-4 : 1 
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